PHILADELPHIA NEUROLOGICAL SOCIETY. 


Stated Meeting , November 25, 1895. 

The President, Dr. Tames Hendrie Lloyd, in the 
chair. 

Dr. F. Savary Pearce read a paper on 
A CASE OF TRANSITIONAL PSYCHOSIS. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr. M. V. Ball.— In considering cases of this kind, 
we must first be sure that the person is not simulating. 
Many of these cases that I have seen at the Eastern 
Penitentiary have told me how they have gone the 
rounds of the hospitals and stayed in them and been 
taken care of and fooled the doctors and everyone else 
by simulating disease. One such case, an Englishman 
who claimed to have epileptic fits and had been in every 
hospital in the city, came under my notice some time 
ago. The first day that he came to the prison, he had a 
fit in the cell. I saw at once that it was not a true epi¬ 
leptic fit and told him so. That is the only attack that 
he has had in three years. 

The man referred to to-night, who goes around pre¬ 
senting these complex symptoms, may do it just in order 
to get into the hospital, and finding that the doctors are 
not taking his story as he thinks they should, he goes 
away. . If he had these delusions, it is probable that he 
would not be so anxious to go away. We must there¬ 
fore, in these cases be careful to set aside simulation. 

Dr. Charles K. Mills.— It is important to be on 
your guard with reference to simulation in these cases, 
and it is also important not to consider the fact that 
these persons state that they have been simulating, a 
proof that they are not insane. I do not believe that 
Dr. Ball meant to say that because a man confesses to a 
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series of simulations he is not insane. Every one who 
knows anything about that large class of insane, famil¬ 
iarly known as paranoiacs, knows that they are often 
collosal liars, that deception is a part of their make up. 
I believe that simulation is not uncommon in cases that 
come to the Eastern' Penitentiary and to the insane 
asylum atBlockley, but it is important not to lay too 
much stress upon the confession of simulation. 

Dr. F. Savary Pearce. —The aspect of this man was 
that of insanity, and was one of the important points in 
making the diagnosis. While simulation is very com¬ 
mon, it seemed to me that this was a true case of insan¬ 
ity. 



